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Webinar on the Health and Welfare of the Swedish Vallhund

What are the most important traits to breed for in the Swedish Vallhund? What should be
done about them, and how? Where can we be flexible and where cannot we?

Dr Katariina Maki will review the current health situation of the
breed, the challenges of breeding and provide advice on how to
move forward.

The Special Club for Vastgotaspets SKV, is arranging an international
webinar in English in collaboration with genetics expert Katariina Maki
on October 14, 2026 at 7:00-8:30 PM Swedish time.

A recording of the webinar will be available to watch for 30 days after the event for those
who have paid for it.

The webinar is based on questions submitted in advance by breeders and enthusiasts,
the Swedish breed-specific breeding programme (RAS), and other available information
about the breed.

A link to the questionnaire where you can also ask questions and make requests for
content will be published two months before the webinar. The questionnaire will close
approximately two weeks before the webinar. Information on how to register will be
announced later on various Facebook- and homepages.

All participants will also receive a 20% discount code for Katariina's online courses.

The webinar, held in English, platform is Google Meet and it can accommodate 500
participants.

Participation fee: €20



ahyBreg ; I("
q@@ @ ‘7@0 R \ >
9riing WO SPECIALKLUBBEN
for VASTGOTASPETS
About the Speaker

Dr Katariina Maki is a Finnish geneticist with a PhD in animal breeding. She specialises
in ethical breeding and wrote her PhD thesis on the inheritance of hip and elbow
dysplasia in dogs. Her lifelong commitment to improving dog health and welfare has
established her as a trusted expert and in-demand lecturer in her field.

Katariina has spent years working to increase knowledge about responsible and healthy
dog breeding. She has collaborated with the Finnish Kennel Club and various breed
clubs to develop science-based breeding tools that improve genetic diversity and
reduce hereditary diseases. Now, she is bringing her extensive expertise directly to you
in the form of webinars and courses filled with real-life examples from dogs, cats, and
horses.

Katariina keeps up to date with the latest scientific research in genetics and hereditary
diseases to ensure her teaching is always current. As well as running HealthyBreeding,
Katariina works part-time as a consultant for the International Partnership for Dogs.

Outside of work, Katariina enjoys living in the Finnish countryside with her family and her
owh animals: a trio of horses, a loyal dog and two playful cats. Look closely at her
lecture materials and you might spot some of her furry (and hoofed!) friends, adding a
personaltouch to her teaching.

Testimonial

"Thank you for the webinar — | found it really interesting, and it provided me with a lot of
answers and support for my own thoughts. | also gained insight into my other breed. It
was great to see how you had come to appreciate the breed's strengths in the same way
that | did when | first got to know the breed. You were also able to convey them really
well." (Anna Floman, Marmalade's kennel)

Katariina's Perspective

“l have decades of experience in breeding counselling and have worked with various
breed clubs. While | am a breeding professional, preparing for this webinar does not
make me an expert on the Swedish Vallhund. During the webinar, | will offer an impartial,
external viewpoint on how | believe this breed should move forward in terms of the
health and welfare of the dogs.

| am not on anyone's side in this webinar — except the dogs."

- Katariina Maki



